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it vitalized the defining and systematizing brought to bear
upon it. Under present conditions the scholastic method,
for most persons, means a form of knowing which has no es-
pecial connection with any particular subject matter. It
includes making distinctions, definitions, divisions, and classi-
fications for the mere sake of making them — with no objective
in experience. The view of thought as a purely psychical
activity having its own forms, which are applied to any
material as a seal may be stamped on any plastic stuff, the
view which underlies what is termed formal logic is essentially
the scholastic method generalized. The doctrine of formal
discipline in education is the natural counterpart of the
scholastic method.
The contrasting theories of the method of knowledge which
go by the name of sensationalism and rationalism correspond
to an exclusive emphasis upon the particular and the general
respectively — or upon bare facts on one side and bare rela-
tions on the other. In real knowledge, there is a particulariz-
ing and a generalizing function working together. So far as
a situation is confused, it has to be cleared up; it has to be
resolved into details, as sharply defined as possible. Specified
facts and qualities constitute the elements of the problem to be
dealt with, and it is through our sense organs that they are
specified. As setting forth the problem, they may well be termed
particulars, for they are fragmentary. Since our task is to
discover their connections and to recombine them, for us at
the time they are partial. They are to be given meaning;
hence, just as they stand, they lack it. Anything which is
to be known, whose meaning has still to be made out, offers
itself as particular. But what is already known, if it has been
worked over with a view to making it applicable to intellec-
tually mastering new particulars, is general in function. Its
function of introducing connection into what is otherwise un-
connected constitutes its generality. Any fact is general if we
use it to give meaning to the elements of a new experience.

